118 N. Broadway, Lake Orion, Ml 48362
Phone: 248-693-9742 Fax: 248-693-9749
www.downtownlakeorion.org

The mission of the Lake Orion DDA is to enhance the economic potential and preserve the historical
character of the Lake Orion DDA District, the heart and hub of the Orion Community, through
promotional activities and an organizational structure that focuses on community involvement with local
businesses, residents, and other stakeholders.

April 3,2019

Dakota Hewlett
MI-DNR

RE: Iron Belle Trailhead Grant

Dear Dakota,

Please find attached the Lake Orion application for Michigan’s Iron Belle Trail 2019 Iron Belle Project Proposal
which is due today, March 15, 2019. We are excited to present our proposal to develop the Iron Belle Trailhed area
in our downtown.

Our Iron Belle Trailhead development proposal is for a bike parking lot conveniently located near vehicle parking,
public bathrooms, multiple parks, The Orion Art Center, and our delightful, walkable downtown. The bike parking
lot will make better use of a former driveway. It is placed between a tree sheltered bank of Paint Creek and 20
Front Street Creamery, which features locally sourced ice cream and a grassy picnic area with umbrellas, picnic
tables, and teepees for toddlers. The lot is within easy walking distance of all the entertainment venues, restaurants,
and shops in Downtown Lake Orion. Other recreational opportunities are also nearby including Greens Park, a
public lakeside park featuring a safe swimming area and kayak rental site. Meeks Park is also nearby, running
along the banks of Paint Creek from Broadway street to a cozy neighborhood street.

The bike parking lot will have covered shelter along one side of the lot for bike racks, bench seating, and the bike
fix-it station with an air pump. A bit of public art is included which has incorporated more bench seating and is in
the shape of a dragon, one of our local cultural icons. Two enclosed bike lockers can house four bikes for the
serious cyclist. We plan to have room for at least 50 bikes. A pet-friendly water station will be available on-site
and another water fountain is available at the public restroom area in the Fire Station across the parking lot.

The Lake Orion DDA intends to build awareness of the Iron Belle Trail for local residents and visitors to the area
with a trail-branded kiosk featuring Iron Belle Trail related information. We respectfully request assistance to
create marketing materials that include the entire trail plus an inset of our local trailhead area. With the customized
marketing materials, we can promote the Iron Belle Trail from our website, our social media, and our downtown
informational kiosks.

The community is excited to have an Iron Belle Trailhead within our downtown. With the attached proposal, we
hope to further enhance the amenities we provide locally to cyclists, while celebrating Michigan’s commitment to
healthy recreation and tourism.

Sincerely,
Molly LaLone

Executive Director
Lake Orion DDA















